[Ligation of the hilar arteries in hemorrhages due to traumatic rupture of the liver].
The paper reports two cases of severe hematoperitoneum due to the traumatic rupture, or so-called explosion, of the liver. During surgery one of these cases underwent ligature of the right and left hepatic arteries, while the other only underwent right hepatic arterial ligature. Selective arteriography at varying intervals after surgery showed that vascular occlusion had taken place together with the creation of an adequate compensation circle. Both patients now lead absolutely normal lives, respectively five and two years after surgery. This technique of hemostasis, which is reserved for use in cases of otherwise unresolvable hepatic hemorrhage, although still rarely used, should form part of every surgeon's general training since it might prove unexpectedly essential.